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AGENDA 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 6:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

PLANNING COMMISSION  

 

Council Chambers 

211 Hillcrest Avenue 

Marina, California 

 

VISION STATEMENT 

 

Marina will grow and mature from a small town bedroom community to a small city which is diversified, vibrant 

and through positive relationships with regional agencies, self-sufficient.  The City will develop in a way that 

insulates it from the negative impacts of urban sprawl to become a desirable residential and business community 

in a natural setting.  (Resolution No. 2006-112 - May 2, 2006) 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The City Council will provide the leadership in protecting Marina’s natural setting while developing the City in a 

way that provides a balance of housing, jobs and business opportunities that will result in a community 

characterized by a desirable quality of life, including recreation and cultural opportunities, a safe environment and 

an economic viability that supports a high level of municipal services and infrastructure.  (Resolution No. 2006-

112 - May 2, 2006) 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

2.   ROLL CALL & ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM (Planning Commission Members)   

Katherine Biala, David Bielsker, David Burnett, Victor Jacobsen, Tom Mann, Brian McCarthy, Jeff 

Weekley 

 

 3.  MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (Please stand) 

 

4. SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE FLOOR:  

Announcements of special events or meeting of interest as information to Board and Public.  At this time 

any person may comment on any item, which is not on the agenda.  Please state your name and address 

for the record.  Action will not be taken on an item that is not on the agenda.  If it requires action, it will 

be referred to staff and/or placed on the next agenda. Planning Commission members or City staff may 

briefly respond to statements made or questions posed as permitted by Government Code Section 

54954.2.  In order that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, please limit comments to a 

maximum of Four (4) minutes.  Any member of the public may comment on any matter listed on this 

agenda at the time the matter is being considered by the Planning Commission. 

 

5.   CONSENT AGENDA:   

 

 a. Consider Recommending City Council Public Appointment to the Tree Committee. 
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6. PUBLIC HEARINGS: Time will be set aside during the Public Hearing to receive oral comments on all 

items listed as Public Hearings.  Staff will present the project brought forth for Planning Commission 

consideration and possible action and answer questions from the Planning Commissioners.  The 

applicant will then have the opportunity to raise any issues.  The public will then be invited to approach 

the podium to provide up to four (4) minutes of public testimony. 

 

a. Marina Height Community Design Guidelines Amendments 
 

Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving Amendments to the Marina Heights 

Community Design Guidelines to Clarify Required Setbacks for Residential Buildings 

and Structures and to Align Permitted Encroachments into Yards and Permitted 

Accessory Buildings and Structures with the General Zoning Regulations of the Marina 

Municipal Code. Exempt from CEQA per Article 19, Section 15303 
 

b.  Draft Downtown Vitalization Specific Plan – Baseline Conditions  

 

Consider accepting the baseline conditions of the draft Downtown Vitalization Specific Plan 

based on direction from the Downtown Ad Hoc Committee, Planning Commission, and City 

Council and direct staff to proceed with the scoping and preparation of the environmental 

document for the project. CEQA Determination: To Be Determined. 
 

           7. OTHER ACTION ITEMS:  Action listed for each Agenda item is that which is brought forth for 

Planning Commission consideration and possible action.  The Planning Commission may, at its 

discretion, take action on any items. The public is invited to approach the podium to provide up to four 

(4) minutes of public comment. 

 

a. None 

 

 8. DISCUSSION ITEMS:      

   

   a. None 

 

 9.        COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND STAFF INFORMATIONAL REPORTS: 

 

  a.   City Council, Design Review Board, Tree Committee and other meetings of note. 

  b.   Upcoming items scheduled for future meetings  

  c.   Ad Hoc Committee 

      

 10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

  a.   None 

 

 11. ADJOURNMENT 
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Background 

At the regular meeting of April 18, 2006, the City Council adopted Ordinance 2006-5 adopting a 

new Marina Municipal Code (MMC) Chapter 2.12 “Commissions.”  The new Code Section 

2.12.020(C)(a) states that the subcommittees of the Planning Commission include the Design 

Review Board and Tree Committee.   

 

Marina Municipal Code Sections 17.50.020 and 17.51.090 address Design Review Board and Tree 

Committee appointments and require the establishment of these subcommittees on an annual basis 

by a majority vote of the City Council upon a recommendation from the Planning Commission. 

 

The Tree Committee currently has two (2) vacancies. The City Clerk’s office advertised the City’s 

recruitment for the Tree Committee and received one (1) application for the Tree Committee 

(“EXHIBIT A”) 

 
Staff Recommendation 

The Planning Commission Chair and Vice-Chair held an interview with the applicant and 

recommend public membership of Gregory Simmons.  

 

Staff recommends the Planning Commission accept the recommendation of the Chair and Vice 

Chair and recommend that the City Council approve the appointment of Gregory Simmons to the 

Tree Committee.  

 
Attachments: 1. Candidate for Public Service Appointment Application. 
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TO:         Planning Commission Members 

 

FROM:   Christy Hopper, Planning Services Manager 

 

RE: Consider Recommending City Council Public 

Appointment to the Tree Committee. 
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CANDIDATE FOR PUBLIC SERVICE APPOINTMENT  
  

  

  

Committee/Commission Applying for: ___Tree Committee_______________________________  

  

Section A - General Information  

Name (last, first, middle): Simmons, Gregory, S_________________________________________________ 

Home Address (address, city): 3208 Susan Avenue, Marina CA 

93933_________________________________________________________________  

Home Phone: 831-883-9475______Business Phone: __________________  Fax Number: _______________  

E-Mail: ___gregs2001@gmail.com______________________________________  

Employer:______USDA______________________Address: 1636 E. Alisal Street Salinas_____________  

  

Section B - Residency  

Length of Residency in the City of Marina: _10____ (yrs.) Length of Residency in Monterey County ___10__ 

(yrs.) Are you a registered voter in Marina?   ____X_ yes   _____ no  

  

Section C - Questionnaire  

How many hours can you devote to the Commission / Committee per month? ____10-15_____ (hrs.)  

  

*Please include years or period of membership or service below.  

If additional space needed, please feel free to attach additional pages to application.  

  

Office Use Only  
  

Received On:______________ 

Interview Date: ___________ 

Registered Voter:__________  

        Approved           Denied  
Application Valid Thru  

__________________________  

ATTACHMENT 1
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1) Educational Background: Ph.D. Entomology, University of Arizona; MSc. Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, 

University of Arizona;__BSc. Botany University of Washington; Ornamental Horticulture Certificate, Edmonds 

Community College__________________________________________________ ____________________ 

2) Occupational Experience: Research entomologist_25 yrs., landscape gardener and arborist 15 

years_____________________________________________________________________________________  

3) Professional or technical organization memberships: Entomology Society of America_____________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Civic or Community experience, group memberships, or previous service appointments: _Marina Tree and 

Garden Club, Member and Board member; I-Help Volunteer, Monterey CA; Trees for Coronado, Phoenix 

Arizona; Primavera Homeless Shelter, Tucson Arizona: Save our Farmlands, Seattle 

Washington________________________________________________________________________________  

5) Experience and or knowledge pertaining to the area of interest: _Experience as landscape gardener/contractor, 

nursery worker, arborist, training in Botany, Horticulture and Entomology including several tree growing 

projects; cofounder of community tree planting group in Phoenix Arizona._____________________________   

  

I hereby place my signature below which constitutes that the information on this form are true and correct.  

  

__________________________________________  ______________________________  
Signature  Date  

  

ATTACHMENT 1
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Verification of  

Voter Registration  

  

  

I, _______________________________, hereby declare that I am a registered voter in the City of 

Marina at the address indicated below and that the following information is true and correct:  
  
  

(Please Print or type)  
  

Name: ___________________________________________________________  Address: 

__________________________________________________________   

City:  ________________________________________Marina, California 93933  

  

Phone Number: (home) ______________ (work) ________________________ Fax 

Number (if any): ________________  

Email Address: _____________________________________________________  

  

  

Dated this day of ______________________ , 20_____.  

  

_________________________________  

Signature  

Monterey County Elections Department   
  

Yes, registered voter of Marina  
  
No, not a registered voter of 

Marina  
  

ATTACHMENT 1
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___________________________________ 

Signature of MCED Verifying 
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Resume, Gregory S. Simmons 

 

Education 

2000 University of Arizona, Entomology; Ph.D.  

1991  University of Arizona, Evolutionary Biology and Ecology; M.Sc 

.   

1987 University of Washington, Botany;  B.Sc.  

1978      Edmunds Community College; Certificate of Ornamental Horticulture  

 

Professional Experience 

2009-present,  Supervisory Agriculturist, USDA-APHIS-PPQ-CPHST, California Station, 

Salinas, CA. 

2000-2009, Supervisory Entomologist, USDA-APHIS-PPQ-CPHST, Bakersfield CA and 

Phoenix AZ.   

1998-2000, Entomologist and Department Head of Methods Development Laboratory, 

USDA-APHIS-IS, Screwworm Eradication Program, Chiapa de Corzo, Chiapas, 

Mexico. 

1994-1998,  Entomologist, USDA-APHIS- PPQ. Silverleaf Whitefly Biological Control 

Program, Irrigated Desert Research Station, 4151, Brawley, CA.   

1977- 1983,  Landscape gardener and arborist: private contractor and Army Corps of Engineers 

Seattle, WA.  

 

Career Summary 

Dr. Gregory Simmons is a supervisory agriculturist for the United States Department of 

Agriculture, Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Plant Protection and Quarantine  

(PPQ), Science and Technology, Center for Plant Health, Science, and Technology (CPHST) at 

the CPHST California Station in Salinas, California. His areas of expertise includes emergency 

response and area-wide control and eradication of invasive pests, insect mass-rearing, 

phytosanitary science and regulatory entomology,  biological control, invasive pest detection, 

and sterile insect technology.  

 

His current work is focused on developing vector control strategies using biological control and 

sterile insect technology for the Asian citrus psyllid to slow and contain the spread of 

Huanglongbing (HLB); development of area-wide control strategies for the navel orangeworm; 

eradication of the European grapevine moth; and methods development support to the  light 

brown apple moth regulatory program.  

 

An additional project is his work as part of an international team to develop new methods for 

phytosanitary diagnostics and pathway analysis  using stable isotopes and fatty acid fingerprint 

analysis to determine  origin and larval plant hosts of invasive plant pest intercepts.    

 

His other projects have included work on the pink bollworm eradication and suppression 

program, and biological control and sterile insect release technique for other program pests such 

as glassy-winged sharpshooter, silverleaf whitefly and screwworm. 
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Applicant /Owner:  
WC Marina, LLC 
1446 Tollhouse Road, Ste. 103 
Clovis, CA 93611 

 
 
 
 

 
Summary of Issues 
�x Is the proposal consistent with the General Plan?  
�x Does the proposal meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance?  
�x Does the proposal meet the Citywide Design Standards and Guidelines?  
�x Are the environmental concerns appropriately addressed? 

 
Environmental Determination 
The City of Marina Planning Division determined the project is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Article 19, Section 15303) applicable to construction 
of new small structures, in this case, single family residences within an approved master planned 
community.  There is no reasonable possibility that the project will have a project-specific, significant 
effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances.  No further environmental review is 
necessary. 
 
Alternatives 
The Planning Commission may:  

1. Approve amendments with findings and evidence; or, 
2. Continue the proposal with direction to staff and the applicant for preferred modifications, 

findings and evidence and/or conditions of approval; or 
3. Deny the amendments with appropriate findings. 

 
  

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

City of Marina  
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Agenda Item #6a 
Planning Commission 

April 25, 2019 
 

 
 
TO:         Planning Commission 
 
FROM:   Christy Hopper, Planning Service Manager 
 
RE:   Consider Adopting a Resolution Approving Amendments 

to the Marina Heights Community Design Guidelines to 
Clarify Required Setbacks for Residential Buildings 
and Structures and to Align Permitted Encroachments 
into Yards and Permitted Accessory Buildings and 
Structures with the General Zoning Regulations of the 
Marina Municipal Code. Exempt from CEQA per 
Article 19, Section 15303  

 


