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drainage improvements. The appropriate authority may also require such bonds and guarantees as 
it deems appropriate to assure the compliance of the conditions.  

Marina’s Zoning Ordinance does not refer to residential care facilities that do not require licensing 
and therefore does not regulate these uses which are not governed by State laws. The City will 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to specify that such housing is permitted by-right as a regular 
residential use (Program 7.1). 

Emergency Shelters 

An emergency shelter is a facility that provides temporary shelter and feeding of indigents or 
disaster victims, operated by a public or non-profit agency. State law requires jurisdictions to 
identify adequate sites for housing which will be made available through appropriate zoning and 
development standards to facilitate and encourage the development of a variety of housing types 
for all income levels, including emergency shelters and transitional housing (Section 65583(c)(1) of 
the Government Code). Adopted in 2007, SB 2 requires that local jurisdictions make provisions in 
the Zoning Ordinance to permit emergency shelters by right in at least one zoning district where 
adequate capacity is available to accommodate at least one year-round shelter. Local jurisdictions 
may, however, establish standards to regulate the development of emergency shelters. 

Section 17.04.292 of the Zoning Ordinance defines “emergency shelters” as: “housing with minimal 
supportive services for homeless persons that is limited to occupancy of six months or less by a 
homeless person.” Emergency Shelters are a permitted use in the R-4 (Multiple-Family) and C-R 
Mixed Commercial-Residential Use zones. As part of the 5th Cycle Housing Element, the City 
removed the CUP requirement for Emergency Shelters. The Marina Municipal Code contains no 
specific development standards that apply only to emergency shelters and therefore, the Code does 
not constrain their development.  

AB 2339, passed in 2022, expands the definition of emergency shelters to include interim housing 
options such as low barrier navigation centers and bridge housing, and respite and recuperative 
housing. AB 2339 also requires that the zone(s) permitting emergency shelters by right, without 
discretionary review, be zones that also are suitable for residential uses. Both R-4 and C-R zones 
permit residential and mixed use residential uses, respectively. 

According to the 2022 Monterey County point-in-time homeless count, there were 356 homeless 
individuals in Marina, with 81 of these homeless persons being unsheltered. AB 2339 provides a 
general guidance or estimate of 200 square feet per person. For an unsheltered homeless 
population of 81 persons, a site area of approximately 16,200 square feet (0.37 acre) would be 
required. Overall, about 600 parcels in the City are zoned for R-4 and C-R uses. As later shown in the 
Housing Resources section of this Housing Element, vacant and underutilized R-4 and C-R sites in 
Downtown and Central Marina total more than 10 acres. These locations provide access to public 
transportation, amenities, public facilities, and supportive services. Specifically, 11 parcels totaling 
3.5 acres (1 C-R and 10 R-4 parcels) are vacant, small parcels of less than one acre in size that would 
be appropriate for small to medium size shelter facilities and adequate to accommodate the City’s 
unsheltered homeless residents.  

Furthermore, new shelters are often installed through adaptive reuse of existing buildings rather 
than through new construction due to costs and funding limitations. The C-R zone contains older 
commercial uses that may be renovated for other purposes such as emergency shelters. The R-4 and 
C-R properties are centrally located along major transportation routes, and therefore have access to
public transportation and services in the community, including faith-based organizations that offer
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Single-Room Occupancy 
Single room occupancy (SRO) facilities are small studio-type units and are conditionally permitted in 
Marina’s R-4 and C-R districts. See discussions on CUP requirements later in this section. 

Farmworker and Employee Housing 
The California Employee Housing Act requires that housing for six or fewer employees be treated as 
a regular residential use. The Employee Housing Act further defines housing for agricultural workers 
consisting of 36 beds or 12 units be treated as an agricultural use and permitted where agricultural 
uses are permitted. 

Currently, the City’s Zoning Ordinance does not comply with the Employee Housing Act. In the city’s 
“K” agricultural-residential district, the Marina Zoning Ordinance permits by-right single-family 
dwellings, accessory buildings and accessory uses quarters for farm labor and/or servants employed 
on the premises. The Zoning Ordinance makes no provisions for farmworker housing in its “A” 
(Limited Agricultural Uses Combining District) agricultural zone, and employee housing for six or 
fewer is not addressed in the Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance will be amended to address 
farmworker housing in K and A zones, as well as employee housing for six or fewer persons as a 
residential use.  

Short-Term Rentals 

Short-term rentals can present an issue to the local housing market by removing homes from the 
housing inventory for permanent residents, exacerbating the shortage of housing in the community. 
In 2019, the City amended the Zoning Ordinance to include 17.42.170 entitled “Short-Term Rentals”, 
which establishes a permitting process and appropriate standards for the short-term rental of whole 
dwelling units or portions of the same for a period of 29 consecutive days or less. 

Density Bonus Ordinance 
California Government Code Section 65915-65918 requires local governments to grant a density 
bonus to projects providing a specified percentage of affordable units, senior housing, or childcare 
facilities.  

Jurisdictions also may not enforce any development standard that would preclude the construction 
of a project with the density bonus and the incentives or concessions to which the developer is 
entitled. To ensure compliance with the State density bonus law, jurisdictions must reevaluate their 
development standards in relation to the maximum achievable densities for multiple-family 
housing. 

In accordance with Chapter 4.3 Section 65915 et. seq. of the California Government Code, the City 
of Marina adopted a Density Bonus Ordinance (City of Marina Zoning Ordinance Section 17.48.040) 
and last updated it on December 2020 to comply with updates to State requirements. Since then, 
the State has passed additional Density Bonus laws:  

 AB 1763 (2019) – Density bonus and increased incentives for 100 percent affordable housing
projects for lower income households.

 AB 1227 (2022) – Density bonus for student housing development for students enrolled at a full-
time college, and to establish prioritization for students experiencing homelessness.

 AB 2345 (2020): (Increase Maximum Allowable Density) – Revised the requirements for
receiving concessions and incentives, and the maximum density bonus provided.
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approval by either the Planning Commission or City Council. The City has amended its Zoning 
Ordinance to permit emergency shelters housing by right in the R-4 and C-R zones and transitional 
and supportive housing in all residential zones and C-R zone. 

Discretionary projects requiring a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and approval from the Planning 
Commission include major subdivisions of land (into typically 5 or more parcels), condominium/ 
planned development projects in the C-R zone, the development of multi-family residential housing 
at densities exceeding 25 units per acre in the C-R Zone, single-room occupancy and a change in the 
use of a property including the civilian reuse of former military lands. The findings are not 
specifically identified in the Zoning Ordinance. However, the Zoning Ordinance states that findings 
required for the approval of a CUP are that “the establishment, maintenance or operation of the use 
or building applied for will not under the circumstances of the particular case, be detrimental to 
health, safety, peace, morals, comfort, and general welfare of persons residing or working in the 
neighborhood of such proposed use or be detrimental or injurious to property and improvements in 
the neighborhood or to the general welfare of the city; and in the Coastal Zone the use is consistent 
with all applicable local coastal land use plan recommendations and requirements.” The Zoning 
Ordinance does not provide clarity in the findings required and criteria for evaluating compliance, 
especially relating to impacts on the neighborhood. 

However, with the adoption of the Downtown Vitalization Specific Plan, approval of residential 
development in the downtown would no longer require a CUP. Furthermore, the Affordable 
Housing Overlay (AHO) provides by-right approval of projects if 15 percent of the units are set aside 
for lower income housing. Since much of the future residential development is expected to occur 
within the Downtown, the CUP process is not anticipated to serve as a constraint to residential 
development. 

On November 2022, the City passed an ordinance removing CUP requirements for Supportive 
Housing in commercial and mixed use zones where multi-family and mixed-use development is 
permitted and in the Planned Commercial zoning district. In addition, Section 17.12.020 and 
17.12.030 were amended to remove CUPs for multi-family housing development in the R-4 zoning 
district. However, this ordinance does not address the CUP requirements for SRO housing. This 
Housing Element includes a program action to either remove the CUP requirements for SRO housing 
or to review and revise the required findings to ensure that they are objective and provide certainty 
in outcomes. 

The review and entitlement process is initiated by the submission of an application. If the 
environmental review of the project can be accomplished without the processing of an EIR, public 
hearing(s) are scheduled and held by the Planning Commission and, if an EIR is required, by the City 
Council. Additionally, City Council review and approval is necessary for: (a) proposed amendments 
to the General Plan or Zoning Ordinance which may be associated with a project proposal, (b) 
projects subject to an appeal to the City Council, and (c) major subdivisions. The entire process is 
about 90 days if turn-around time by the applicant is reasonable (2 to 3 weeks). The need for City 
Council action on a project or related to a project will add 1 to 2 months to the process. The need to 
contract with environmental consultants for necessary environmental studies will typically add 2 or 
3 months to the process. The determination of the need for an EIR will add 6 months to a year of 
processing time. The City’s development review process is designed to accommodate housing 
development applications of various levels of complexity and requiring different entitlements. 
Table 1-48 summarizes the reviewing authority and requirements for the City’s most common 
permit applications. 
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Approximately 525 units of the 1,237 have been built and are not counted as housing credits as part 
of the Housing Element Site Inventory. Of the remaining 712 units, two sites, Below Market Rate 
(BMR) Site 1 and BMR Site 2, are currently under construction. Building permits for the sites were 
issued on June 3, 2022, and construction is anticipated to be completed in June 2024. BMR Site 1 
consists of 92 low- and very low-income rental units, a manager’s unit, clubhouse, off-street 
parking, and open space and recreational amenities. BMR Site 2 consists of 48 low- and very low-
income rental units, a manager’s unit, clubhouse, and open space and recreational amenities. In 
total, the two sites include 140 low- and very low-income rental units. The remaining 572 above-
moderate units are under building permit review and construction is estimated to be complete 
within the 6th Cycle planning period. 

Sea Haven Master Plan 
The Sea Haven Master Plan, formerly referred to as the Marina Heights Master Plan, removed 828 
existing, abandoned housing units and plans for the construction of 1,050 new townhouses, 
cottages, and single-family residential housing units with 35 acres of parks, greenbelts, and open 
spaces. Of the 1,050 housing units, 210 are affordable. The Master Plan was approved by the City 
Council on March 3, 2004. To date, 439 housing units have been built and 37 below market-rate 
units are currently under construction. A development agreement established in 2022 indicated 
buildout would occur over 5 phases. Current construction is in phase 3, with phase 5 anticipated to 
be completed by 2030. The development agreement also established a schedule to construct the 
below market rate units in a manner proportionate to the market rate units through each of the 
phases.  

Marina Station Specific Plan 

The Marina Station Specific Plan plans for the development of 1,360 housing units, 60,000 square 
feet of office space, and 651,624 square feet of industrial uses constructed over eight phases on a 
320-acre site. Of the 1,360 residential units, approximately 887 are single-family units and 473 are 
multifamily units. Residential density varies from low density on the fringes of the Master Plan area 
to higher density within the core areas. The project includes on-site and off-site infrastructure 
improvements to connect the Marina Station Specific Plan area to existing water, wastewater, and 
storm drain connections near the Master Plan area boundary. The Master Plan was originally 
approved by the City Council in 2005 and was most recently amended and approved in 2022.  

Of the total 1,360 housing units, 20 percent (272 units) will be affordable (6 percent as very low-
income, 7 percent as low-income, and 7 percent as moderate-income). The project will build out 
over a total of 8 phases. Building permits for Phase 1 and 2 of the project are in progress and are 
expected to be issued by the summer of 2024. Phase 1 and 2 include a total of 351 housing units, 15 
very low-income, 17 low-income, and 17 moderate-income units. Phase 3 and 4 include a total of 70 
units, 18 very low-income, 21 low-income, and 31 moderate-income units and are expected to have 
building permits issued by 2027. By 2030, a total of 1,166 building permits are expected to be 
issued, including 58 very low-income, 67 low-income, and 67 moderate-income units. Total build-
out would occur by 2036.  

Remaining RHNA 
Accounting for the entitled, approved, and pending projects, as well as projected ADUs, the City will 
be able to meet its RHNA allocation and buffer with existing projects anticipated to be built over the 
planning period.  
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2040. The Water Master Plan established MCWD’s current total maximum firm supply of 16.28 mgd, 
an excess of 9.8 mgd compared to existing demand. With buildout, the maximum daily demand is 
estimated at 18.4 mgd, a 2.1 mgd deficiency. The Water Master Plan identifies improvements to 
meet future demand, including the construction of a new 1,500 gallons per minute groundwater 
well and replacement of pumps at three of the groundwater wells, new booster stations, and 
pipeline improvements. With the implementation of these improvements, the city would overcome 
its water deficiency.  

The Water Master Plan accounts for increased water demand of planned growth, including growth 
as a result of future buildout under Phase 1-3 of the Dunes Specific Plan, Sea Haven, Master Plan, 
and Marina Station Specific Plan. The number of assumed new housing units of these developments 
in the Water Master Plan is greater than that assumed in the planned and approved projects as part 
of this Site Inventory. In addition, to further supplement the groundwater supply, MCWD is 
currently working with Monterey One Water (M1W) to develop a recycled water distribution 
network, expected to be operational in the coming years, that would provide up to 1.3 mgd of water 
from the M1W Advanced Water Treatment Facility. Therefore, the city’s potable water supply can 
accommodate the City’s RHNA. 

MCWD has sufficient water to serve all identified pipeline projects and identified sites. There are 
some areas within the City that would require the transfer of water credits for development, but 
those were not included within this Site Inventory or as a part of the overall Housing Element 
strategy.  

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) and MCWD have documented seawater 
intrusion that has been moving farther inland and deeper into groundwater aquifers of the Basin. 
Seawater intrusion may worsen with sea-level rise and continued groundwater overdraft. MCWRA 
has recommended actions to minimize further seawater intrusion. If the Monterey Peninsula Water 
Supply Project (discussed above) is fully approved and becomes operational, MCWD and Marina 
experts believe that it could rapidly worsen the seawater intrusion situation and impair the city’s 
water supply. 

Storm Water and Drainage 
Housing projects on identified sites would be required to comply with Chapter 8.46, Urban Storm 
Water Quality Management and Discharge Control of Marina Municipal Code, which requires 
elimination of illegal discharges, protection of watercourses, and includes best management 
practice guidance for construction sites and development to reduce impacts to stormwater facilities. 
Therefore, the City would be able to accommodate its RHNA with implementation of existing 
policies and measures. 

Circulation System 
The City’s General Plan, particularly the Community Infrastructure Element and Community Design 
and Development Element, outlines the long-term plan for roadways, including number of lanes, 
right-of-way, and general operating conditions. It also provides guidance relating to the transit 
system, goods movement system, and nonmotorized travel, including bicycle and pedestrian travel 
and serves as a comprehensive transportation management strategy to ensure adequate 
transportation infrastructure is in place to meet population growth.  

The City of Marina adopted the Pedestrian and Cycle Master Plan in 2010, which details the City’s 
plan to establish a network of accessible, safe, and integrated bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The 
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Program 1.1: Provide Adequate Sites for RHNA and Monitoring of No Net Loss 
For the 2023-2031 Housing Element planning period, the City of Marina has been assigned a RHNA 
of 685 units, with the following income distribution: 94 very low-income units, 62 low-income units, 
173 moderate-income units, and 356 above moderate-income units. Based on projected ADUs as 
well as units that have been approved or planned as part of existing projects, the City has met its 
RHNA.  

On February 7, 2023, the Marina City Council adopted the Downtown Marina AHO to provide 
opportunities for near-term residential development potential. The AHO offers incentives to 
projects that incorporate affordable units by increasing the base density to a minimum of 30 units 
per acre and a maximum density of 35 to 50 units per acre, depending on location. Vacant and 
underutilized sites in the AHO can accommodate 532 additional units, including 72 units in the 
moderate-income category using a conservative estimate. The City’s overall residential sites 
inventory offers capacity that exceeds its RHNA and is able to offer a buffer of at least 20 percent in 
all income categories. 

To ensure that the City complies with SB 166 (No Net Loss), the City will monitor the consumption of 
residential and mixed-use acreage to ensure an adequate inventory is available to meet the City's 
RHNA obligations. To ensure sufficient residential capacity is maintained to accommodate the 
RHNA, the City will develop and implement a formal ongoing (project-by-project) evaluation 
procedure pursuant to Government Code Section 65863. Should an approval of development result 
in a reduction in capacity below the residential capacity needed to accommodate the remaining 
need for lower- and moderate-income households, the City will identify and if necessary, rezone 
sufficient sites to accommodate the shortfall and ensure no net loss in capacity to accommodate the 
RHNA. 

  

Timeline and Objectives:  Maintain a sites inventory that is adequate to accommodate the City’s entire RHNA of 
685 units. The inventory includes capacity available in Marina Station, Sea Haven, and 
The Dunes, and the recently adopted Downtown Marina AHO.  

 By January 2024, make the sites inventory available on the City website and update 
annually. 

 By December 2024, implement a formal evaluation procedure pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65863 to monitor the development of vacant and 
nonvacant sites in the sites inventory and ensure that adequate sites are available to 
meet the remaining RHNA by income category, and include this data in the annual 
Housing Element Progress Report. 

 Monitor the construction schedules for pending projects included in Chapter 2 every 6 
months. If project schedules change and units will not be complete during the planning 
period, ensure there are still adequate sites from other pending projects and vacant 
and nonvacant sites.  

 Annually outreach to property owners and assist developers in identifying vacant and 
underutilized properties in the city, particularly within the AHO for residential and 
mixed-use development. 

Responsible Agencies: Community Development/Planning Services Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 
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Program 2.5: Preferential Housing for Marina Workers and Residents 
Lower-income residents in Marina face disproportionate pressures from the housing market and are 
more likely to be displaced than those making moderate and above moderate incomes. As an anti-
displacement strategy, the City will continue to administer the BMR program requiring 30 percent of 
units for sale or rent to be made available according to the priority preference categories 
established in the “BMR Administrative Policies and Procedures” adopted by the City Council on 
March 1, 2021, and as amended.  

  

Timeline and Objectives:  Ongoing monitoring and annually report to the City Council regarding the status of 
BMR units.  

 Assist 60 lower-income households who are Marina residents and workers through the 
BMR inclusionary housing program. 

Responsible Agencies: City Manager’s Office/Housing 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 

Policy 3: Ensure that City site improvement and development standards, development review 
procedures, and development fees do not form an unduly constraint to the 
development, conservation, and rehabilitation of housing. 

Program 3.1: Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
The Zoning Ordinance will be amended to address various new State laws: 

 Employee Housing: No areas in the city are designated or permit commercial farming activities. 
Amend the Zoning Ordinance to comply with the State Employee Housing Act, which requires 
employee housing for six or fewer employees to be treated as a single-family structure to be 
permitted in the same manner as similar uses in the same zone. 

 Accessory Dwelling Units: The City adopted its ADU ordinance in 2020, which was amended in 
2021 to modify the maximum allowable height to 24 feet if the accessory unit is provided on a 
second story. However, recent bills (AB 2221 and SB 897) passed in October 2022 provide 
additional clarifications to the Government Code regarding ADU regulations. The Zoning 
Ordinance will be amended to comply with State law. Specifically, the City will amend the 
Zoning Ordinance to ensure ADUs are permitted in all zones where residential uses are 
permitted (including C-R, C-1, and C-2 zones). 

 SB 35 Processing Procedure: The City will establish a standard procedure for processing SB 35 
eligible projects, pursuant to State law. 

 SB 9 Processing Procedure: The City will establish a standard procedure for processing SB 9 
applications, pursuant to State law and provide technical assistance to SB 9 applicants. 

 Covered Parking:  The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance to remove covered parking 
requirements. 

  
Timeline and Objectives:  By the end of 2024, amend the Zoning Ordinance to address the topics and issues 

identified as part of the comprehensive Zoning Ordinance update. 
 By the end of 2024, develop and include a Fair Housing Factsheet, especially on Source 

of Income protection (i.e., use of public subsidies such as HCVs for housing payments) in 
the SB 9 application packet to expand acceptance of HCVs throughout the city. 

Responsible Agencies: Community Development/Planning Service Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 
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Policy 6: Support and initiate, where feasible, public and private energy conservation programs 
that would reduce the energy needs and costs of housing in Marina. 

Program 6.1: Energy Conservation 
The City continues to work with AMBAG’s Sustainability Program by distributing information flyers 
at City offices and the Marina Public Library and informing people verbally of AMBAG’s programs  

  

Timeline and Objectives:  Continue to provide informational flyers available at City offices, public buildings, and 
special events; making announcements at City Council meetings, links to the City’s 
website and facilitating articles in local newspapers to advertise funding sources for 
making changes that include energy conservation fixtures and devices. The City 
estimates providing information and referral to 20 households annually.  

 Annually update information on available resources for energy conservation 
improvements.  

Responsible Agencies: Community Development/Planning Services Division and Building Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 

Policy 7: Provide opportunity for and encourage the development of adequate housing for the 
City’s special needs groups including the elderly, disabled (including those with 
developmental disabilities), large households, female-headed families, farmworkers, 
and those in need of emergency shelter. 

Program 7.1: Special Needs Housing – Removal of Constraints 
The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance to remove potential constraints to housing for persons 
with special needs. These include: 

 Emergency Shelters: AB 2339 requires that the zone(s) permitting emergency shelters by right 
without discretionary review be zones that also are suitable for residential uses. Emergency 
Shelters are permitted by-right in the R-4 (Multiple-Family) and C-R Mixed Commercial-
Residential Use zones. For an unsheltered homeless population of 81 persons, a site area 
approximately of 16,200 square feet (0.37 acre) would be required, based on AB 2339 general 
guidance of 200 square feet per person. Overall, about 600 parcels in the City are zoned for R-4 
and C-R uses. Specifically, 11 parcels totaling 3.5 acres (1 C-R and 10 R-4 parcels) are vacant and 
small parcels of less than one acre in size that would be appropriate for small to medium size 
shelter facilities and would adequate to accommodate the City’s unsheltered homeless 
residents. These parcels are located in Downtown and Central Marina, providing access to 
public transportation, amenities, public facilities, and supportive services.  Lastly, AB 2339 
expands the definition of emergency shelters to include interim housing options such as low 
barrier navigation centers, bridge housing, and respite and recuperative care. The City will 
amend the Zoning Ordinance to expand the definition of emergency shelters to comply with 
state law and to ensure such uses are permitted by right without discretionary review in the R-4 
and C-R zones.  

 Transitional Housing: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to incorporate the provision of transitional 
in commercial, mixed use, and mobile home park zones where housing is also permitted. 
Provisions for transitional housing will be consistent with State law, to be permitted as a 
residential use in the same manner as similar uses in the same zone.  
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 Supportive Housing: In 2022, the City amended the Zoning Ordinance to address AB 2162 to
permit supportive housing in all residential, and commercial and mixed use zones where
multifamily and mixed-use housing is permitted. However, the Zoning Ordinance will need to be
amended to specify that no minimum parking requirements for units occupied by supportive
housing residents if the development is located within 0.5 mile of a public transit stop.

 Residential Care Facilities (Seven or More Persons): The City permits large residential care
facilities in all residential zones and in the C-R zone subject to approval of a CUP. However, the
required approval finding regarding compatibility with neighborhood character may be
considered subjective with the potential to constrain the development of large residential care
facilities. The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance to revise the findings for approval to ensure
they are objective and provide for certainty in outcomes. The City also only permits large
residential care facilities for seniors in R-1. The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance to ensure
large residential care facilities, regardless of household type, be conditionally allowed in all
zones where housing is allowed – provided that conditions are objective and provide for
certainty in outcomes.

 Unlicensed Residential Care Facilities: The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance to specify that
residential care facilities that do not require licensing are permitted by-right as regular
residential use.

 Reasonable Accommodation: The required findings for approval include evaluation of
compatibility with neighborhood character and increased traffic. However, no objective
standards have been established for the evaluation. The City will amend the Zoning Ordinance
to revise the findings for approval to ensure they are objective and provide for certainty in
outcomes.

 Single-Room Occupancy Housing: Amend the Zoning Ordinance to either remove the CUP
requirement for SRO housing or to review and revise the required findings for CUP approval to
ensure the findings are objective and provide certainty in outcomes, specifically relating to
impacts on surrounding neighborhoods.

Timeline and Objectives:  Amend the Zoning Ordinance by the end of 2024 to address the topics and issues
identified above in this Program 7.1 as part of the comprehensive Zoning

Responsible Agencies: Community Development/Planning Service Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 

Program 7.2: Veteran’s Housing 
This program is being added to the Housing Element to honor the rich history of military service 
from Marina residents. The program directs staff to meet annually with the Veteran’s community to 
reduce barriers to housing for this special needs housing group. 

Timeline and Objectives:  Beginning in 2025, annually the City of Marina will convene a meeting of veteran’s
organizations to inform them of housing opportunities in the city of Marina and 
ways to reduce homelessness among Veterans in the greater Monterey region.

 Affirmative Marketing Education The City shall promote compliance with California
Government Code 12955 (c) that says: “It shall be unlawful: … For any person to
make, print, or publish, or cause to be made, printed, or published any notice,
statement, or advertisement, with respect to the sale or rental of a housing
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accommodation that indicates any preference, limitation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual 
orientation, marital status, national origin, ancestry, familial status, source of 
income, disability, veteran or military status, or genetic information or an 
intention to make that preference, limitation, or discrimination.” The City shall 
ensure that developers of new housing are aware of this law and the importance 
of promoting neighborhood integration. By the end of 2024, the City shall create 
educational materials, post materials to the City website, and work with the 
County Housing Department to spread  awareness of affirmative marketing 
methods, and consider adopting a resolution supporting affirming the rights of all 
special needs housing groups. 

Responsible Agencies: Community Development/Planning Service Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 

Policy 8: Seek to expand the availability of an adequate water supply to serve the long-term 
housing needs of the City.  

Program 8.1: Collaboration with Water Resources Agencies 
The City will continue to work with the MCWD and other appropriate agencies to secure sufficient 
water resources to meet the expected needs of projected housing developments through 2031. 

  

Timeline and Objectives:  At least annually, meet with various water resources agencies to discuss 
water resources and strategies for meeting the projected housing needs 
in the region. 

Responsible Agencies: City of Marina Administration; Community Development/Planning Services 
Division 

Funding Sources: Departmental Budget 

Policy 9: Implement meaningful actions to affirmatively further fair housing. 

Program 9.1: Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 
The City is committed to AFFH in the community. Actions to foster equal housing opportunities are 
centered on several themes: 

 Collaborate with and support efforts of organizations dedicated to eliminating housing 
discrimination in Marina 

 Facilitate the development of a variety of housing types to foster housing mobility 
 Pursue actions and policies that mitigate economic displacement of residents 
 Distribute new affordable housing opportunities throughout the city to avoid overconcentration 

low-income housing in specific neighborhoods 
 Employ place-based strategies for neighborhood improvements 

The City’s actions to further fair housing are summarized in Table 3-2. The City will undertake 
diligent efforts to implement the actions outlined in Table 3-2.  
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Similar to current trends, the percentage of single-parent, female-headed households in Monterey 
County was about double the amount of single-parent, male-headed households. According to 2010 
ACS estimates, 7 percent of all households in 2010 were single-parent, female-headed households. 
This indicates a slight reduction in single-parents, female-headed households from 2010 to 2020. 
Similar to 2020, most of the female-headed households with children occupied rental housing 
within the County. 

According to 2015-2019 ACS estimates, jurisdictions located in the northern and eastern regions of 
the county, such as the areas near Castroville and the cities of Salinas, Seaside, Marina, Soledad, and 
Greenfield had relatively higher proportions of children who reside in female-headed, single-parent 
households. In contrast, the northwestern region of the county, including the cities of Carmel-by-
the-Sea, Pacific Grove, Pleasanton, and Monterey, had less single parent households. 

As shown in Figure A-8, the percentage of single female headed households with children is 
generally consistent throughout the urban areas of Monterey County (20 to 40 percent) with larger 
proportions occurring in the central areas adjacent to U.S. 101 (Soledad and Greenfield) and the 
northern areas (Marina).  

Figure A-9 shows the percentage of adults living alone in the county. In Monterey County, there is a 
concentration of adults living alone in the northwestern region, specifically in coastal communities 
such as Pacific Grove, Monterey, and Carmel-by-the-Sea. These urban areas have large portions of 
adults who live alone (20 to 40 percent) compared to the rest of the county (less than 20 percent) 
including the cities of Salinas, Gonzales, Soledad, Greenfield and King City. Areas with a larger 
percentage of non-white population generally overlap with areas exhibiting lower rates of adults 
living in households alone. 

Local Trends 

According to ACS estimates, about 24 percent of all households have children in Marina, which is a 
slight reduction from 2010 which had approximately 27 percent of all households having children. 
Similar to the County, Marina saw a slight decrease in the number of single-parent, female-headed 
households from 2010 to 2020, which was 8 percent and 6 percent, respectively. In the city, there 
was about 80 percent less single-parent, male-headed households than female-headed. 

As shown in Figure A-10, census tracts located in the eastern and southern areas of Marina contain 
a larger percentage of children residing in single-parent, female-headed households. Comparatively, 
most areas located in the western areas of Marina exhibit less than 20 percent of children residing 
in single-parent, female-headed households. The highest share of children in single-parent, female-
headed households is located in the southern and eastern regions of the city (census tract 141.02). 
According to 2015-2019 ACS estimates, 37 percent of children in this area were living in single-
parent, female-headed households. As referenced in Section 4.1, Race and Ethnicity, this census 
tract had the second largest percentage of non-white residents.  

Figure A-11 highlights the percent of adults living alone in Marina. The census tract with the highest 
percentage of adults living alone (21 percent) is 143.01, located in the coastal community at the 
very western edge of the city. This tract also had a predominant white population. 




